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Letter from the Editor

Let’s admit it; the economy has been in a premature state of hibernation. But signs seem to be point-
ing toward recovery. On Wednesday, October 14, the Dow hit 10,000 for the first time since October
2008. It’s not a sure indicator of funds being redistributed, but what is. It’s nothing the construc-
tion and development industry hasn’t weathered before, because in this industry hibernation is not
as option. While the stock market takes its tentative steps, hems and hahs, ebbs and flows, the archi-
tects, fabricators and contractors diversify; they navigate the codes and economic conditions that can
change a company’s means of survival from one job to the next.

Recognizing that tough conditions lead to tougher competitors, US Developers Journal is proud to
spotlight companies that have stepped up to the shovel-ready projects, positioned for the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and found means to diversify in ways that rely on nothing but sheer
initiative and ingenuity.

A firm such as Becco Contractors in Tulsa, Oklahoma, is “so diverse in what we do that we can stay
within a 60-mile radius of Tulsa and keep more than busy,” says Kyle Wilson, chief estimator. And it’s
true; the 20-year-old civil construction company handles paving to excavation, employs hundreds,
does bridges to Interstate work, even purchased an asphalt plant to assure it would be self-sufficient
and highly efficient in economic times of need.

Equally diverse, though in other sectors, is Sullivan & Cozart of Louisville, Kentucky. The company
has constructed many types of projects in the commercial, industrial, educational facilities, health
care, multi-housing and sports facilities industries since its founding in the 1930s. The company still
does estimating by hand, to guarantee the most honest and accurate accounts, such as a project ex-
panding and modernizing aspects of historic Churchill Downs.

Berlin Steel Construction Company of Kensington, Connecticut, has roots dating to the Ameri-
can industrial revolution in 1873. Surviving a recession of two in its time, the company continues
to supply such sectors as building steel and precast parking structures, industrial applications, fast-
track construction and partnering. Design-build services, taking full advantage of BIM software, has
allowed for more LEED projects. And a custom-designed safety program plus employee-ownership
assures projects continue being completed for the good of both clients and company.

Steel is a very active industry, thanks definitely in part to the actions of the AISC, an association with
members such as SteelWorks of the Carolinas and Trinity Steel Fabricators. One is in South
Carolina, and one is in Texas. But both take pride in strict quality assurance programs, providing la-
borers with plenty of training, and always looking for challenging new industries to explore.

Companies are certainly in a frenzy to look for new work, but that doesn’t stop them from giving,
as well. For example, Woodhaven Homes of Little Rock, Arkansas was involved in an episode of
ABC’s “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition,” and helped quickly put together a new, specially custom-
ized home for a family surviving leukemia. It was a highly meaningful project that had a lot more than
just drywall and piping go in to it.

It’s in the balance of tradition and modernization, of heart and body that the construction and devel-
opment industry flourishes. And it’s all captured in these pages.

~US Developers Journal



“THREE FACILITIES, ONE VISION”
Trinity Steel Fabricators, Inc.

The first Texas industry that comes to mind is oil,
especially around Houston, the energy capital of the
world. But the Gulf Coast has more than cool blue
water, fun in the sun and petroleum. There’s also
plenty of room and a need for steel in the area where
Trinity Steel Fabricators Inc. makes its home.
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TRADE SERVICES —+
ProbucTs
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SS Pursuing Aesthetic Excellence
Lyn-Tile, Inc.
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Plumbing
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Stasco Mechanical Inc.
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